GENEVA

[ffriting] "Astronomers report that the orbit of the
earth Is jumping to Its next quantum. Message re-
ceived at Greenwich from three American observa-
tories. Humanity is doomed.'' Thankyou. Goodbye.
Can anyone explain this? Why Is humanity doomed?

SECRETARY. It is intelligible enough, and very
serious Indeed.

JUDGE. It is not intelligible to me. Will you kindly
explain?

SECRETARY. The orbit of the earth is the path In
which It travels round the sun. As the sun Is 93 million
miles distant It takes us a year to get round,

JUDGE. We all know that. But the message says
that the orbit is jumping to Its next quantum. What
does quantum mean?

SECRETARY. When orbits change they dont change
gradually. They suddenly jump by distances called
quantums or quanta. Nobody knows why. If the
earth Is jumping to a wider orbit it is taking us millions
of miles further away from the sun. That will take us
Into the awful cold of space. The icecaps that we have
on the north and south poles will spread over the whole
earth. Even the polar bears will be frozen stiff. Not a
trace of any sort of life known to us will be possible on
this earth.

THE JEW [rising and hurrying to the door\ Excuse me.

SECRETARY. No use running away, my friend. The
icecap will overtake you wherever you go.

SECRETARY. Let him alone. The shock has made
him ill.

THE JEW. No: notthat. I must telephone [he goes oui\.

JUDGE [rising] Fellow citizens: this is the end. The
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